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LONG-TIME ARCHIVING: PRESERVING THE ACCESS TO (LICENSED) ELECTRONIC DOCUMENTS

Participants (in alphabetical order of country): 


Maja Jokic 



Croatia


Ludmila Celbova


Czech republic


Jan Hasala


Kristiina Hormia-Poutanen

Finland


Regina Varniene


Lithuania 


Johan van Halm


Netherlands


Marat Rahmatullaev


Uzbekistan

We have had the pleasure of being able to welcome 2 representatives of Elsevier Science for the discussion about the responsibility of the publisher regarding long-term archiving: 


Annemarie Koot


Netherlands


Miriam de Koning 


Netherlands


Introduction

The increasing amount of digital information has a serious flaw: there are so far no available techniques for ensuring that digital information will remain accessible, readable and usable in the future. Unless we find ways to ensure the longevity of digital artifacts, considerable amounts of valuable information may be lost forever.

The discussion about a solution for this problem in our workshop has been concentrated on licensed electronic resources, after considerable amount of time was spent on ‘integrating heterogeneous wishes’ of our participants. 

We have been dealing only with born-digital and hybrid electronic documents consisting of discrete print documents, which contains links to online material and its online counterpart available on the Internet or via proprietary networks. So, we didn’t look at dynamic resources (those resources whose form and/or content change continuously or ‘dynamically’ throughout its lifecycle) and at preservation. 

We have discussed:

· Archiving and access to licensed materials

· Legal deposit provisions regarding electronic resources and

· Access to shared collection development resources

1. 
Archiving and access licensed materials

We asked questions like: who will/should archive? The publishers, national libraries or consortia? Our colleagues of Elsevier explained - as an example (other publishers may have other practices) - that they feel that this is a responsibility of the publisher and provisions are made in their licensing agreement to gurantee long-term access to the backfiles for which paid subscriptions exist or have existed. It would be useful, according to our group, that at least one copy in a printed form would be avialable in each country in the case of disasters.

Our group believes that the short-term (up till ??? years) archival function belongs to  the responsibility of the publisher and that at some time (after ???years) national libraries or a network of national libraries should take over this role.

Publishers may see archival access as a competative advantage and therefore our group believes that publishers should have an archival policy. Libraries should have options like: 

· CD-ROMs (with the ‘paid’ archive)

· Online availabiblity (with freezing of the database after cancellation of the subscription)

· Paper copy or microfilm form and 

· Repository libraries, most likely a national library or a special-subject (national) libraries     

· ?????

With the subscription libraries should/will gain perpetual access without paying extra fees, eg. no maintenance type of payment for the access. For instance Elsevier also allows CD-ROM back-ups of the archival part. 

The group believes, that most of the technical requirements and functions/services (ILL and document supply)  supplied from these archives are covered by the OAIS reference model, e.g. used in the NEDLIB project, which in itself has tackled many problems which are the topic of this workshop.

2. legal deposit provisions

Legal deposit laws are under review in most countries represented in our group and electronic/dynamic online publications are not always part of those laws yet.

Access to thedeposited publications is of a limited nature and cannot replace the general access mechanisms. Access is limited to on site users at depository libraries.

For online publications should access be given by the publishers or the national libraries? Eventually as an outsourced activity and the national library should manage and provide access to the archives. 

3. shared electronic resources

We discussed the function of union catalogues, such as in the TEL (The Electronic Library) in providing access to metadata linked to the content. Access to content will be limited to either licensed material (for authaurized users) or copyright-free materials, such as digitised cultural heritage material.  

