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1. News from library automation vendors active in the Netherlands 

The Dutch library scene is, as for the past 20 years, changing rapidly with some new names replacing long established ones.

Dynix is no longer present in the Netherlands, ALS is now BIBLIOMONDO, IVS (Belgium) is selling the new system AURORA in the BENELUX countries and in the mean time EOSi (T-Series/Q-Series) is further loosing territory. 

In November 2000 Bestseller (Canada) and ALS International merged to form BiblioMondo (the World’s eLibrary network). The Hague Public Libraries are installing now BiblioMondo’s Concerto in a multimedia library system and major Concerto implementations are planned in Limburg, Den Helder and the at present ProBiblio provincial library systems of North and South Holland (to become one of the largest public library networks in the world). 

During 2000, Geac Benelux had the pleasure to welcome a number of new

libraries (Onderwijsinspectie, DSM-Gist Research, GGZ Oost-Brabant, SENSIS, the public libraries of Best and Nuenen) all decided to start working with Vubis 4 Windows. Geac Benelux has been focussing on finalising the new 32-bit client for Vubis 4 Windows, which is ready for the market right now. Furthermore Geac Benelux has been working on the successor for Vubis 4Windows: VubisSm@rt.

VubisSm@rt runs on all standard servers; has a post relational database; fully supports UniCode; is suited for all types of libraries;

follows all (de facto) standards; uses one single client for all modules and is

format independent (the use of a flexible database).

An interesting challenge for the vendors is the new situation emerging from the so-called Report Meyer about re-structuring the public library scene. Public libraries, even the smaller ones, are now free to choose their own solutions for automation, while no longer provincial solutions have to prevail.

Rotterdam Public Library has chosen SISIS and other larger public libraries are ‘shopping’, but not buying yet. 

Datapoint seems to be back on track and stays a major player in the medium-large public library sector.

The following players are active in the Netherlands:




ADLIB



www.adlibsoft.com



Autocheck Systems

www.autochecksystems.nl
BIBLIOMONDO

www.bibliomondo.com 

DATAPOINT

www.datapoint.nl



Geac Benelux bv

www.geac.nl
IT Accent

IT Accent is the new Dutch distributor of CuadraSTAR, the proven formula for documentary and document management applications.

www.accountnet.nl
IVS

www.ivs.vub.ac.be 

Q-Ray

OLIB7 with its VDX Resource sharing system is now used by libraries in the Netherlands.

www.q-ray.nl 

SISIS
www.sisis.nl 

SQUARE
www.squareIS.com 




X-ref Nederland b.v.




Info@x-ref.nl
2. Activities of Johan van Halm

2000 has seen some challenging activities

· An European-wide survey about digitisation and digital preservation activities for a major international library supplier

· lectorships at the University of Constanz(D) and the Fachhochschule Cologne(D) for marketing, library and information consultancy and information brokerage

· joint ventures and take-over preparations for a variety of information industry companies at both sides of the ocean    

· preparations for an international project in the area of legacy-based electronic publishing using an B2B business model and a digital rights management system

· recruitment projects for the library services industry, incl. a major international subscription agent 

· assistance with the launch of sophisticated new library automation systems world-wide

· assisting a database producer to become a partner of some major international aggregators and

· becoming the new editor-in-chief of the well-known information industry journal Information Service and Use (ISU) 
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