The Research Area of Potenza Library Service of Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche (CNR) was founded in 1994, in order to provide the research activities of Institutes, University, and public and private enterprise in Basilicata region with a network of bibliographical resources.

Library holdings consist of periodicals, monographs, grey literature, and CD. Currently the library subscribes to about 200 scientific journals.

The library's main areas of interest are: 

· the study of Federico II of Svevia within the framework of the history of Southern Italy, Cave monasteries, and the Architecture Byzantine, Cave churches in Italy, Mural painting and decoration; 

· geological, mineralogical and geochemical research on clay deposits;

· the study of the atmospheric phenomena in the dynamics of environmental processess;

· the use of laser technologies in the reduction and characterization of advanced materials;

· the study and application of information technologies in space-related activities;  

· research on improving food quality and safety through the use of innovative production technologies.

Since 1996 the library service created the Online Public Access Catalog (OPAC) which can be consulted by researchers, students and citizens in general at www.pz.cnr.it/biblio/opac.htm. Users can access the catalogue via personal computer which are within the library or via personal computer connected to the Internet and browse the bibliographic databases of OPAC.
The library is open to scientists and staff at the CNR, University and all first-time users that must register at the loan desk.

The services are:

· information and reference

· loans

· document delivery for material not available in the library service

· on-line catalogues of books and journals accessible from any office on Research Area  and world-wide

· access to scientific databases at the loan desk area

· access to electronic journals

· photocopier: self-service machine is operated by means of electronic cards

Automation and Library system 

The most relevant efforts in automation filed were produced whithin the development of the LAN internal to the library and the realization af a library system architecture.

The principal goals, developped in three years plan (1998-2000), were been:

· to increase the electronic access to documents;

· to improve the use of OPAC throught a web interface for information retrival;

· to develop a web site and on-line access to Library’s services.
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Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche

Area di Ricerca di Potenza

Library Service

Via Santa Loja Z.I.

85050 Tito Scalo (Potenza) Italy

Tel. 0039 0971 427253

Fax. 0039 0971 427222

url: http://www.pz.cnr.it/biblio

e-mail: arte@area.pz.cnr.it
Opening hours:

9.00 am to 1.30 pm

from Mondays to Fridays
